
Pastoral Council Meeting        7.5.16 

The meeting was called to order at 7:10 P.M. by Sue Tronnes, Chairman. 

Present:   Ron Steponkus, Dan Brantner, Patti Behrens, Doug Kotecki, Gina Petry, Sue Tronnes, Mary 

Barrett, Marge Hollenberger. 

Absent: Roland Breunig, Kelly Aleson, and Jared Hammer. 

Father Dave arrived about 7:25 P.M. 

Sue welcomed newly elected members Gina Petry and Patti Behrens, the re-elected member, Marge 

Hollenberger, and continuing member Doug Kotecki. 

First item of business:   The minutes of the previous meeting on 5.31.16.  There was one correction in 

the paragraph about an RE program for 3 year olds.   The sentence now reads “There is information 

available for a program for 3 yr olds if we want to start one.”  That is a possibility in the future. 

Next item:  Election of new officers:  We need a Chairman, Vice Chairman and Secretary for the the year 

beginning today.  Doug Kotecki nominated Sue for Chairman, 2nd by M. Hollenberger, she was elected.  

For Vice-Chairman Sue nominated Mary Barrett, 2nd by Marge, she was elected.   For Secretary Marge 

was nominated by Mary Barrett, 2nd from the floor, she was elected. 

Roland will no longer be liaison to the Financial Committee.  We will discuss that with Fr Dave to see 

how filling that position is handled. 

Next item, Dan Brantner gave us a report on the Building and Grounds Committee.  The flower beds 

have all been adopted.  They had someone check the Skylight.  The cracks where it was leaking were 

filled and so that problem is taken care of.  They are checking into finding a way to fix the railing over- 

looking the lower parking lot.   The spaces between the rods are too far apart, and a small child could fall 

thru them.  There may be a way to decrease the distance between the rods and that would solve the 

problem.  They did not feel lining it with mesh would be a satisfactory solution to that problem.  The 

large coffeepot in the kitchen isn’t working right.  That needs to be checked out, to see if it can be 

repaired.  Dan spoke about the possibility of have a speed bump installed in the parking area at the front 

of the church.  It seems that that can become a speedway when there are few or no cars parked there, 

and sometimes when there are cars parked there.  The hallways have all been stripped and scrubbed 

and waxed.  The next floor to be cleaned is the Church itself.  That presents a problem, because of the 

pews.  They are discussing ways to handle cleaning under and around the pews 

Father then addressed the issue of needing a new liaison to the Finance Committee.  He said the person 

had to be elected to the Pastoral Council, and then would also attend the meetings of the Finance 

Council. Gina Petry volunteered to be the person from the Pastoral Council to do the job. 

Father, also, told us his e-mail address is now “soulman856@gmail com”.  He had tried to arrange with 

the Tobacco Days committee for us to have a float in the parade.  There was a problem with 

communications, and as a result, we will not have a float in the parade this year.  The Mass servers will 

be taking a trip to the Dells in August.  This is a “thank you” to them for helping with Mass and other 

activities in the church. 



Then we had a discussion about where to hold “Donut Sunday”. Many ideas were discussed.  The 

general feeling seemed to be that it should be held downstairs in the dining room.  There is a strong 

feeling that his would be a good way to emphasize that we are working on making our “Mission 

Statement” a reality within the parish.  Talking with other parishioners after a Sunday Mass, would help 

build a feeling of fellowship.  It also would be a good time to talk about how all could put their talents to 

good use in the church.  Thus we would be letting people know how they could be good stewards of this 

church. Someone suggested that different families or groups could be responsible for facilitating Donut 

Sunday program.  This is another good way to get people working together and feeling the camaraderie 

of St. Joseph Parish.  It would illustrate the Parish mission statement:  “Building a Welcoming Home of 

Worship, Stewardship, and Fellowship.” 

Next month we will work at putting together a plan to organize Donut Sundays, with all these thoughts 

in mind.  There was talk of making a banner for the church with the Mission Statement.  Also, it was 

suggested it be regularly printed in the bulletin and regularly appear on the TV screens of the church. 

Sue relayed that Linda Quam is looking for people to count the collection money each Sunday.  It is 

usually done right after the Sunday Mass. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 after a prayer led by Father Dave. 

Respectfully submitted, Margaret Hollenberger, Secretary. 


